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Under Preceding Trees

Under Preceding Trees” is the result of my recent explorations in the idea of the Persian Garden, with a specia
focus on Safavie (1501-1736) and Qajar (1789-1925) periods.

Unlike my previous series “Bygone Glory” which concentrated on the depiction of the elements of the Persian
Garden, in the recent works | have omitted humanmade elements and instead imagined myself in situations to
remember things that | have never actually seen.

For this act of remembrance, | have visited what is left of those gardens, photographed and documented them
reviewed older images, compared them to related texts from the period, especially travelogues, and have thus
tried to portray the past. | believe one of the shared aspects in remembering something and in reviewing its
history is the vague image that is created in our minds. The blurry trees painted in this series are an allusion to the
same effect and the murkiness of the past. The exhibition of “Under Preceding Trees” includes three components:
paintings of trees, flower paintings, and an audiovisual installation.

Trees:

Among the different views one could potentially have in the Persian Garden, perhaps only one perspective has
remained relatively unchanged throughout the years, aside from minor changes in the concentration of trees: the
view looking at the crowns of trees. In the beginning, Persian Gardens were the properties of the rulers. Then
members of courts and the rich elite acquired gardens of their own. Gardens were private properties, and by
reviewing literature and travel writings by Iranians visiting Europe during the reign of Naser al-Din Shah Qajar, we
encounter descriptions of public places under labels such as “People’s Garden”, “Place of Public Recreation Public
“Garden”, and “People’s Grounds.

These seem to have been the initial phrases describing “parks” for Iranians: a garden belonging to the public, or
grounds that could be used for recreation or picnic, without the need to move outside the city. By painting tree
crowns that we have indeed seen in public gardens, | have sought to depict familiar images of the past; blurry,
memory-like pictures of what the rulers of yesterday enjoyed.
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Flower

As an ever-present part of Iranian visual culture, | have visited and revisited flowers through my years of work as a
painter. They are an essential part of Iranian art and culture; from “Gol-o Morgh [Flower and Bird]” school of Persian
Painting, to the decorative role of flowers in Safavid-period architecture, multicolored tileworks of the

Qajar period, Mozaffar ad-Din Shah Qajar’s photographs sitting beside flowers and bushes, Moeer al-Mamalek’s
accounts about Reza Shah’s fascination with flowers, and even My Uncle Napoleon’s love for his rosa canina In the
flowers of “Under Preceding Trees”, four of the pieces are based on bouquet patterns on the entrance of
Isfahan’s Chehelsotoon Palace. The paintings differ from the originals in color and detail, but the general form has
remained identical to the Safavid-period patterns.

In Sadegh Hedayats 1932 brief travelogue on his journey to Isfahan, he writes: “there are reliefs of flowers in the
palace’s entrance that are covered in plaster, and then painted over in blue (Sadegh Hedayat, Esfahan, Half of the
World1932.

Perhaps he was referring to the same flower bouquets and their being covered with plaster a sign of [Isfahan
governor and Qajar prince] Zell-e Soltan’s cruelty. These reliefs were later restored and are now in good condition
Three of the flower pieces have been modeled after paintings in Isfahan’s Hasht Behesht Palace

Moreover, five pieces have been inspired by the evolution of Persian painting under Western influence during
Pahlavi era (1925-1979).

In this revolution, while the traditional imagery remained intact, many aspects of Western styles were .
introduced and became prevalent, especially realistic forms. These five pieces are named after the palace/gardens
that were frequented by the court and the administration officials during the Pahlavi era. Their color palettes have
been subjectively composed according to the historical events.

Installation Audiovisual

In this series of works, my research process took me to exploring ideas that became increasingly fascinating. In
order to share some of the experience, | have sought to go beyond the mediums of painting and drawing. In
addition to its main pieces, “Under Preceding Trees” includes a variety of notes, images, pieces of poetry, and
drafts. | have sought to present these through an audiovisual installation.
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Sahebqaraniyeh, 2021
Mixed media on paper
56x 38 cm
(00-1-13-013)

Toman 12.500.000
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Niyavaran, 2021

Mixed media on paper
56x38cm
(00-1-13-014)

Toman 12.500.000
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Golestan, 2021 Marmar, 2021
Mixed media on paper Mixed media on paper
56 x 38 cm. 56x38cm
(00-1-13-015) (00-1-13-016)

Toman 12.500.000 i Toman 12.500.000
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Saadabad, 2021 Chehelsoton, 2021
Mixed media on paper Mixed media on paper
56 x 38 cm. 56x38cm
(00-1-13-017) (00-1-13-018)

Toman 12.500.000 i Toman 12.500.000




Sale Sharifi

Chehelsotoon, 2021
Mixed media on paper
56 x 38 cm
(00-1-13-019)

Toman 12.500.000 ity
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Chehelsotoon, 2021
Mixed media on paper
56 x 38 cm
(00-1-13-020)

Toman 12.500.000
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Chehelsotoon, 2021
Mixed media on paper
56 x 38 cm
(00-1-13-021)

Toman 12.500.000
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Hashtbehesht, 2021
Mixed media on paper
56 x 38 cm
(00-1-13-022)

Toman 12.500.000




'."‘: =
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Hashtbehesht, 2021
Mixed media on paper

56x38cm
(00-1-13-023)

Toman 12.500.000
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Hashtbehesht, 2021
Mixed media on paper
56 x 38 cm
(00-1-13-024)

Toman 12.500.000
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The Persian Garden During Safavid and Qajar Eras

Aside from the descriptions of travelers such as Jean Chardin, Jean-Baptiste Tavernier, and Engelbert Kaempfer,
not much remains about the state of the Persian Garden during the Safavid period (for instance, see Jean Chardin,
“Journal du voiage du Chevalier Chardin en Perse”, 1686). After the Afghan invasion of Isfahan, the city gradually
fell from grace and later during the reign of governor Zell-e Soltan, many of the city’s gardens fell were slowly left
to destruction. After the Safavid era, gardens were becoming more prevalent in cities such as the new capital of
Tehran and the residence of the crown prince Tabriz. During the Qajar period, Iran’s growing trades with Western
countries had deep impact on the gardens. Notably, Naser al-Din Shah and Mozaffar ad-Din Shah'’s passion about
gardening and plant care had considerable effects on the look of the Persian Garden. In their travels to Europe,
Qajar monarchs, especially Mozaffar ad-Din Shah, ordered the recording and documentation of plant and tree
names so as to grow similar plants in their own gardens back home. Among the Western souvenirs brought into
Iranian gardens were sculpture fountains, electric lamps, iron benches and seats, steel railings, and similar
elements, drastically changing the face of the gardens Gholamreza Jamal ad-Din,“Gardens and Garden Making
During Qajar Era”, Rozaneh Publications, 2020; Mohammad Khodaee, “Qajar Palaces Through History”, Nedaye
Tarikh Publications, 2020).

Reviewing the descriptions of Western travel writers about Qajar-period gardens is also revealing. Fred Richards,
for instance, writes in his travelogue: the first thing one notices about the gardens in Iran is that they are private
and hidden from public sight, because it is here where the Iranian host usually receives their guests. There is a
rectangular or square-shaped clay wall surrounding the garden. The irrigation methods used in Iran have caused
the country’s gardens to have an almost perpendicular shape. If we were to list the things inside one of these
gardens, it would be along these lines: a number of trees, a fountain whose waters fall into the ground at nights
through small seams in the structure, and some flowers in flower beds around the garden. The flower beds are laid
out in geometrical forms, much like the walls, and their shape is not simple but quite complex, and perhaps the
Iranian artists have been inspired by the carpet-weaving arts that the Persians are masters at” (Fred Richards,

“A Persian Journey”, 1931).




The Trees of Tehran’s Gardens

Since the Qajar era, Platanus Orientalis (the Oriental Plane tree) has remained the most common tree in Tehran’s gardens.
With its wide bole and intertwined branches, the plane tree casts a pleasant shadow suited for Tehran’s long and warm
summers. Polak, an explorer and a pioneering doctor, describes the planting of plane trees in Tehran in the nineteenth
century: “at the time the people of Tehran were becoming more interested in taller trees. By pruning all of the branches
that were growing horizontally and leaving only the uppermost branches, they would force the tree to grow vertically; as
50, the trees resembled a broom and since their breathing apparatus was taken away from them, they would gradually
dry and die downwards; while a tree growing naturally would have much higher resistance” (Jakob Eduard Polak,
“Persien: Das Land und seine Bewohner: Ethnographische Schilderungen”, 1865). Willows and populus trees were among
the other trees grown in Tehran’s gardens. Iranians claimed that breathing under a willow’s shadow was beneficial to
one’s health, and would thus spend long hours taking naps under willow trees! People who owned gardens in Tehran
made much effort in growing populus but these trees were not suited for the city’s climate, most of them dying after
reaching a certain height. EIms with their lovely shadows, and white mulberry trees were also common. It was during the
reign of Mohammad Shah Qajar when people were encouraged to plant mulberry trees in order to develop the industry
of silk making. Populus nigra, commonly referred to Tabrizi tree in Iran, was also popular around Tehran. As trade grew
between Iran and Europe, pine trees found their way into Tehran, and flowers such as red roses, plumeria, rosa foetida,
Persian grenades became widespread in Iranian gardens. Nevertheless, the people of Tehran had a certain penchant for
taller trees.

The Palaces and Gardens in “Under Preceding Trees”

Qajar Palace (Qasr-e Qajar)

Constructed in 1799 on the northern hilltops of Tehran’s city limit by the order of Fath-Ali Shah Qajar, the palace was
situated outside of the Safavid Borders, or the general residential area of Tehran, and aimed as a summer resort for the
monarch. Fath-Ali Shah who was obsessed with his dynasty, named the palace Qajar. The main building was located on
top of a hill and appeared as a castle with four towers from the outside, but there was a large courtyard and a sizable
fountain inside the walls. Qajar Palace [Qasr] featured many smaller gardens and flower beds as well as several fountains.
Since the later Qajar monarchs and royals were not as much interested in the palace, it was left untouched for many years
before being transformed into the headquarters of Persian Cossack Brigade under the leadership of General Kossakovsky
during the reign of Naser al-Din Shah, and remained a military base until the end of the Qajar era. During the First Pahlavi
period, due to the lack of proper detention centers in Tehran, by the recommendation of Brigadier General Mohammad
Dargahi and the design of Russian architect Nikolai Markov, Qajar Palace was transformed into a prison and renamed Qasr
Prison. Ultimately, the prison was closed, and later transformed into a public park and museum in 2012.
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Golestan Garden and Palace

This compound is a relic of. the Safavid period and it was originally situated inside the Safavid Borders. During the reign of Abbas
| and Sultan Husayn, Tehran became increasingly important and more gardens and palaces were built in the city. After the Afghan
Siege, a number of new palaces were planned for construction in Tehran, but after Nader Shah Afshar took over the country, many
remained unfinished. During the first decades of Afsharid period (1796-1736), Tehran fell from focus and the city only started
gaining the government’s attention during Zand rule (1794-1751) and was later more established during the Qajar era. Golestan
included many different parts: a garden, several mansions and different halls. It is estimated that the oldest part of compound is
Marmar Castle. Many buildings in Golestan were destroyed both during Qajar rule and Pahlavi era, but still a number of important
mansions and halls have survived. For instance, Kolah-Farangi and Chehelsotoon mansions, and the exit hall were destroyed
during the Qajar period and replaced with three large basins and fountains. Jahan-Nama Tower was also destroyed during the
mid-Qajar period and the Harem Mansion during the Pahlavi rule.

Berelian [Brilliant] Hall

Berelian Hall or Berelian Mansion was constructed in 1882 following an order by Naser al-Din Shah; a most beautiful mansion fully
decorated in mirror work (Aina-Kari) and crystal work (Bolur-Kari), and stucco. The mansion was used for receiving special guests
like members of the court, ministers, and ambassadors during Naser al-Din Shah'’s reign. French ambassador Eugéne Aubin, who
was in Tehran at the time of Mozaffar ad-Din Shah'’s death, writes: “Mozaffar ad-Din Shah spent his last days in Berelian, a mansion
whose walls have been decorated with hundreds of pieces of cut crystals and mirrors, as it is common in Persia. The large sash
windows open into the trees and flowers of Golestan garden ...” (Eugéne Aubin, “La Perse d'aujourd’hui”, 1908).

Negarestan

Negarestan Garden is located north of Baharestan Square in downtown Tehran. Parts of what was originally Negarestan
compound are now used by the Ministry of Culture. Negarestan's initial construction dates back to the Safavid period, but during
the reign of Fath-Ali Shah Qajar, many buildings were added to the garden and outside of the city limits. After Mohammad Shah,
who held his crowning ceremony at Negarestan, the garden fell out of the kingdom'’s attention and gradually after the
destruction of Safavid Borders and the developments in Tehran’s urban area, the compound which was now in the middle of the
city, lost itsimportance. A large portion of Negarestan Palace was destroyed in 1928, and by an order issued by Reza Shah Pahlavi,
the buildings of Dar al-Mo'allemin (the national teachers’ college) were designed by Nikolai Markov and constructed. Later on,
more buildings, including the higher college and a library, were created. During the Pahlvai period, the main part of the palace
was transferred to the Ministry of Culture. A Qajar-era Howzkhaneh (fountain hall) has survived to this day. Until 1992, the campus
of University of Tehran’s Faculty of Social Sciences was located in the northern part of the garden. Afterwards, the buildings were
abandoned, and later restored and reopened as a museum in 2013.
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Yaqoot [Ruby] Palace

During the last years of Naser al-Din Shah's rule, he ordered a palace to be built near the hunting grounds of Sorkheh-Hesar, east of Tehran.
Mirza Mohammad Khan, General Motamed al-Sultan, was commissioned to build the palace, and he used many Western motifs and
influences. It was reported at the time that the palace’s construction had cost eighty thousand Tomans. The palace was named Yaqoot due
to the ruby color of the shingles and windows. In 1884, the main building was destroyed in a fire, and a new two-story mansion was built
in its place with a much more Western-inspired design. The palace was mainly used during colder seasons and for hunting trips. The
monarch would spend a few days there with some members of his harem. Moreover, the palace was host to a special cooking ceremony in
which some of the high-ranking government officials would take part in cooking a stew. The garden and trees of this palace, due to its
location, were a bit less organized and wilder compared to the rest of the gardens of the era. After years of remaining abandoned, the
Iranian Parliament passed a law to transform the palace into a hospital for respiratory diseases. A psychiatric ward was also added to the
hospital later. Eventually, the building was transferred to the director’s office of Shahid Lavasani Hospital.

Eshrat Abad

In 1874 Naser al-Din Shah ordered the building of a palace somewhere between Negarestan and Qajar Palace, near present-day Sepah
Square. A large four-story Kolah-Farangi-style mansion along with thirty smaller mansions and an enormous fountain were constructed in
a large piece of land. Moreover, a beautiful garden was created, with a number of trees planted by the Shah himself. Since this area was
close to the Administrative Citadel, many of royal ceremonies were held in Eshrat Abad. After the death of Naser al-Din Shah, Eshrat Abad
fell out of favor, and it became a military base during the 1921 coup. At the time of the coup, Ahmad Qavam and Abdol Majid Mirza were
among the high-ranking prisoners held at Eshrat Abad. During the Pahlavi era, Eshrat Abad was initially transferred to Shahrbani police
forces, and later to the army. Many of the buildings have been destroyed and only the main building survives, itself requiring considerable
repair.

Sahebqaraniyeh Palace

In 1850, due to an exceptionally warm weather, Naser al-Din Shah ordered his esik aqasi to find a suitable location for the construction of
a summer palace. He recommended Kardooy village (currently Tehran’s Niavaran neighborhood) to the Shah. Following the Shah’s
approval, a grand two-story palace with a Howzkhaneh (fountain hall) on the underground floor was built. Naser al-Din Shah spent much
time in this palace and made considerable effort in maintaining the grounds and the garden. He also ordered the construction of a market
and a Tekyeh in the village. The palace was also one of Mozaffar ad-Din Shah'’s favorites where he spent six months during the cholera
outbreak in Tehran. He also signhed the landmark 1906 constitution law in this palace. During the First Pahlavi period, Sahebgaraniyeh went
through renovation in order to host the wedding ceremony of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi and Princess Fawzia Fuad of Egypt, but the
ceremony had to be cancelled due to cold weather and was hosted at the Administrative Citadel. Years later, Jahan-Nama Hall in the palace
became the Shah'’s office, and the adjacent rooms for his clerks and guests. The Howzkhaneh was also used for less formal ceremonies as
well as receiving ambassadors and foreign guests. After the 1979 Revolution, the palace was closed and later transformed into a museum.
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Saltanat Abad

Saltanant Abad Palace was builtin 1857 in an enormous land near Rostam Abad village (currently Pasdaran area). This was
the largest of the Qajar summer palaces. A vast garden with thousands of trees and a large lake facing the main building
were created, and several small boats were put in the water for the Shah and his acquaintances’ leisure. Most of the old
Shemiran road (currently Shariati Street) was originally created as Salatanat Abad Road for the Shah’s convenience in
traveling to the palace. The compound was transferred to the military and the Ministry of Defense during the Pahlavi era.
Some parts were transformed into a military barracks and are still used as a base. The crowning ceremony of Ahmad Shah
Qajar was hosted at this palace, and years later, the trial of Mohammad Mossadegh was held at Saltanat Abad’s Mirror
Hall.

Farah Abad

In 1903 Mozaffar ad-Din Shah, who was deeply fond of Doshan Tappeh grounds, decided to order the building of a palace
in the northern parts of the area. A palace, designed by a Belgian or a French architect and inspired by Parisian palaces,
was built on a high hilltop and many trees were planted. A glass greenhouse was added to keep exotic plants, and several
large pools and fountains were created in the grounds. Mohammad Ali Shah was not as interested in the palace, but
Ahmad Shah spent much time in there, using it as a primary residence. During the early Pahlvai years, the palace was
transformed to a hospital for respiratory diseases. However, Atabai, the Mirshekar (administrator of hunting) of the court
of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi, convinced the Shah to transform the area into the royal stables, where the members of the
court would go for horse-riding. After the 1979 Revolution, the palace and the grounds were transferred to the
Revolutionary Guards (IRGC), and was later turned into the Museum of IRGC Navy, yet the museum is not open to public
view.

Saad Abad

During the final years of the reign of Ahmad Shah Qajar, a beautiful residential mansion was built for the Shah on top of
a hill in Tehran’s Saad Abad area which was known for its pleasant weather. After the Pahlavi dynasty took over Iran, Reza
Shah acquired the surrounding lands and transformed the area into a large compound to be used for as the residence of
his family and the court. During the Pahlavi rule, eighteen mansions and buildings were added to the compound, all
decorated in brickwork (Ajor-Kari), mirror work (Aina-Kari) and intricate architectural patterns. After the 1979 Revolution,
most of the area was transformed into several museums, and some parts have been used by the government.




Niavaran Palace

In 1958, a short period after the wedding of Mohammad Reza Pahlavi and his third wife Farah Diba, an area north of
Sahebqaraniyeh Palace was considered for the residence of the royal family. A four-story building, with a combination of
both local and European architectural styles, was constructed. It featured turquoise tilework with patterns and elements
of traditional Persian architecture. The palace had a view to Sahebgaraniyeh and Niavaran Gardens. Both gardens had to
be slightly remodeled and redesigned in some areas. The palace and a large portion of Niavaran compound are currently
open as museums.

Marmar Palace

In 1934 Reza Shah Pahlavi ordered a palace to be built on a land purchased from the Famanfamaiian family, to be used as
the winter residence of the Shah. The palace featured a dome inspired by the dome of Isfahan’s Sheikh Lotfollah Mosque,
and its general architecture resembled traditional Persian styles. After Mohammad Reza Pahlavi took over, he and
Princess Fawzia Fuad of Egypt used the palace as their primary residence. The Aghd ceremony of Mohammad Reza
Pahlavi and his second wife, Soraya Esfandiary, and the engagement ceremony of him and his third wife, Farah Diba, was
held at this palace. The palace served as the Shah’s main office, before the office was moved to Sahebgaraniyeh palace.
The garden at Marmar Palace is particularly dense with many trees. Since 1977, the building was renamed and reopened
as Pahlavi Museum, which was closed after the 1979 Revolution, and used for government offices until 2019. The palace
has recently reopened as Iran Art Museum.

Ettehadieh Garden

One of the largest of Tehran's gardens was Lalehzar Garden, which dated back to the reign of Fath-Ali Shah Qajar. Each of
the Qajar monarchs built their own mansions in the garden, and thus it appeared as several very different areas. In 1882,
the garden was divided up and sold to accommodate Lalehzar Street. A part of it was purchased by Mirza Ebrahim Khan.
After Ebrahim Khan's death, his son Mirza Ali Asghar Khan, also known as Atabak or Amin al-Soltan, purchased other
properties divided from Lalehzar Garden, adding them to his lands. His heirs later divided the lands again and sold them
off. In 1916, Rahim Khan Ettehadieh purchased much of these lands and divided them into thirty separate pieces for his
children. Ettehadieh Mansion and Garden were created during this era. After the 1979 Revolution, the owners lost interest
in the property, and it was left abandoned for years while being offered on the market. The property was eventually
purchased by Tehran Municipality in 2013, and later opened in 2020 as a cultural and artistic compound after lengthy
restorations.




Chehelsotoon Palace, Isfahan

Since the rule of Abbas |, a large garden and palace was planned in the area around Isfahan’s Safavid administration campus. It
was eventually completed during the reign of Abbas Il. Inspired by both traditional Persian and Chinese architecture, the palace
has intricate details and fine decorations. A large Howz fountain sits in the front and a smaller one in the back side of the palace.
The building is located in the middle of a large beautiful garden. It is not clear how the trees were scattered around the garden
during the Safavid period. During this period, murals were common palace decorations, and Chehelsotoon hosts some of the
finest of these paintings. A number of paintings were also added during the later Afsharid and Qajar periods.

Hasht Behesht Palace, Isfahan

The architecture of the Safavid era was very unique in terms of fine decorations, and perhaps Hasht Behesht Palace is one of the
finest of the period. Hasht Behesht was constructed during the reign of Suleiman |, and it was the residence of eight of his special
mistresses. The garden was created during the rule of Ismail I, but it was extensively developed during the reign of Abbas | and
Suleiman I. Like many other Safavid-era buildings, Hasht Behesht hosts a number of beautiful murals.




